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Please find below and/or attached an Office communication concerning this application or proceeding. 


The request for deferral/suspension of action under 37 CFR 1.103 has been approved. 
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DETAILED ACTION 

This Office action is responsive to communication received 03/1 1/2003 - 

Request for Three Month Extension of Time, Request for Continued Examination 

(RCE), Request for Suspension of Action Under 37 CFR §1. 103(c) and Amendment A. 

37 CFR §1.1 03(c) sets forth that on request of the applicant, the Office may grant 
a suspension of action by the Office under this paragraph after the filing of a request for 
continued examination in compliance with §1.1 14 for a period not exceeding three 
months. Any request for suspension of action under this paragraph must be filed with 
the request for continued examination under § 1.1 14, specify the period of suspension, 
and include the processing fee set forth in § 1 .17(i). 

Requirements: 

The Office will not grant the requested suspension of action unless the following 
requirements are met: 

(A) the request must be filed with the filing of a CPA or an RCE (applicants may 
use the check box provided on the transmittal form PTO/SB/29 or PTO/SB/30, 
or submit the request on a separate paper); 

(1) if the request is filed with an RCE, the RCE must be in compliance with 
37CFR 1.114, i.e., the RCE must be accompanied by a submission and the fee 
set forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e). Note that the payment of the RCE filing fee may 

not be deferred and the request for suspension cannot substitute for the 
submission; 

(2) if the request is filed with a CPA, a filing date must be assigned to the 

CPA; 

(B) the request should specify the period of suspension in a whole number of 
months (maximum of 3 months. If the request specifies no period of suspension 
or a period of suspension that exceeds 3 months, the Office will assume that a 3- 
month suspension is requested; and 


(C) the request must include the processing fee set forth in 37 CFR 1.1 7(i). 
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Pursuant to applicant's request filed on 03/1 1/2003, action by the Office is 
suspended on this application under 37 CFR 1. 103(a) for a period of three (3) 
months. At the end of this period, applicant is required to notify the examiner and 
request continuance of prosecution or a further suspension. See MPEP § 709. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Sebastiano Passaniti whose telephone number is 703- 
308-1006. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Fri (6:30-3:00). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Paul Sewell can be reached on 703-308-2126. The fax phone numbers for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are 703-305-3579 for 
regular communications and 703-308-7768 for After Final communications. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 703-308- 
0858. 
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